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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 21st January 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs J Cutting (Vice-Chair), Mr J Hall, Mrs T 
Hutson, Mr T Stanway, Ms. J Valenzuela and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In attendance 
Parishioners: One Parishioner attended the meeting. Ward Councillor Amanda Clarke attended 
the meeting. 
 
 

Reference Item Action 

26/1 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 Councillor Mr A Lowe gave reasons for absence which were approved at the meeting.   

26/2 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/3 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 
2025, as a true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/4 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that elements of the budget relating to staff renumeration require the 
exclusion of press and public due to the confidential nature of the items under 
discussion. 

 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session  

 

 An allotment holder attended to discuss their plot.  

26/5 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary. 

 

26/5.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors.          

 Councillor A Clarke attended to discuss current issues that she is working on: 
• Concerns raised relating to Common Farm Solar Farm and issues caused with 

construction and diversions. 
• Recent vandalism. 
She hi-lighted the forthcoming CAP meeting at the Resource Centre on TUE 27TH JAN 
2.30pm. Discussion also took place about some potential skip funding. 

Councillors 
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26/5.2 To review the most recent play inspection report and receive an update on the play area 
parts ordered.  

 

 Council engage RMBC monthly to check the equipment and point out any areas that 
may need repair or monitoring. The clerk circulated the latest play report dated 6th 
January 2026 which was designated “Moderate risk” due to issues with the Cableway. 
The clerk advised that the work is booked for 27th February 2026. It was resolved that 
no further action is required at this time. 

 

26/5.3 To discuss village hall renovation, including. 

• Any update on flooring fitted in Phase 1. 

• To agree architect costs for the work for Phase 2. 

• To agree QS costs for phase 2.             

 

 The clerk advise that the contractor has now got involved to chase the information 
relating to the floor. 
A quote has been received for a structural surveyor to do a scope of works required for 
Phase 2 – it was resolved to appoint the surveyor at a cost of £400.00. 
A quote has been obtained from the architect that dealt with Phase 1 (including further 
drawings, site visits and building control requirements), it was resolved that the quote 
of £600.00 is agreed. 
A quotation was received from the QS and it was resolved that the work be engaged at 
a cost of: 
• Document to enable grant application – £525 + VAT (1.5 days) 
• Contractor pricing / meeting to discuss works – £350 + VAT (1 day) 
• Dealing with the contractor on site – £350 + VAT (two half-day visits) 
Funds to come from Phase 2 earmarked reserves. 

Clerk 

26/6 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.      

26/6.1 To discuss any requests for financial assistance.  

 There were no requests for financial assistance.  

26/6.2 To discuss any Allotment issues.  

 A vacant plot has left significant waste. It was resolved to write to the tenant to claim 
costs of £500 to cover the cost of two skips. 

Clerk 

26/6.3 To discuss and agree a response in relation to the consultation regarding ‘Consideration of 
Term Dates for 2027/2028’ 

 

 It was resolved to not respond to the consultation as the schools are better placed to 
respond on this issue. 

 

26/6.4 To receive a quotation for the bin area at Laughton Village Hall.   

 It was resolved to accept the quote of £460.00 to install concrete flags Clerk 

26/6.5 To discuss ideas to increase awareness of the snow warden scheme.  

 It was resolved to put information regarding this in the November newsletter. Clerk 

26/6.6 To discuss the ongoing renovation of the Hatfeild Arms.  

 It was resolved to raise concerns regarding traffic movements particularly around 
school time. 

Clerk 
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26/7 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 49 
(2025) to 2 (2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

No new applications 

 

 

 

 It was resolved that there was no further action at this time.  

26/8 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

RB2025/1330 - Single storey rear extension at Laughton All Saints CE Primary School, 
High Street, Laughton en le Morthen. Granted Conditionally 05/12/2025.  

 

RB2025/1331 - Listed Building Consent for single storey rear extension at Laughton All 
Saints CE Primary School, High Street, Laughton en le Morthen. Granted Conditionally 
05/12/2025.  

To provide an update on the meeting at Ulley relating to Whitestone Solar Farm. 

 

 The clerk gave an update on ongoing discussions relating to the Whitestone Solar Farm 
proposal. Council resolved that no further action is required at this time. 

 

26/9 Financial Matters     

26/9.1 To receive the RFO’S report.  

 a) After 9 months of the financial year 100% of annual anticipated income has been 
received, as expected. 42% of planned expenditure has been spent. 

b) The account balance on 31st December 2025 is £111,200.33. 
c) The second stage of the 2025/2026 Precept has been received so that the annual 

precept of £49,500 has now been received from RMBC. 
d) Donations of £562.00 have been received for the village hall build, £450 for a 

bench and £1,032.00 for hanging basket project, as well as VAT refunds of £207.52 
and £855.60. 

Information noted by Council 

 

26/9.2 To receive bank reconciliation to 31st December 2025.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/9.3 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under clerk 
delegation. Please see Appendix 1.  

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due 
are agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/9.4 To agree transfers to or from reserves.   

 It was resolved that the following transfers are required: 
From Current Account to Earmarked Reserves - £2,500.00 for Village Hall Phase 2. 
From Current Account to General Reserves - £1,500.00 from budget. 

 

26/9.5 To discuss and agree the final budget for 2026/2027, set Precept for the next financial year, 
and authorise the clerk to write to RMBC to notify them of the Precept agreed. 

 

 It was resolved that a precept of £54,600.00 be approved and called for from RMBC, 
to meet the budget requirement for 2026/27, and that the clerk should send the 
notification to RMBC. This will result in a band D equivalent increase from £106.80 to 
£116.66 – This equates to £9.85 increase per household per annum (9.2%). This 
reflects the general rising of costs as well as provision for phase 2 of the work required 
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on the village hall. It was resolved that the clerk write to RMBC to request a precept of 
£54,600.00 

26/9.6 To review the current Reserve Policy and agree any changes.  

 It was resolved to adopt the existing Reserve Policy for a further 12 months with the 
percentage of General Reserves to Precepts being lowered from 50% to 45%. 

Clerk 

26/9.7 To receive information on Councillors quarterly review of receipts and payments.  

 Councillor K Downing reported that he had carried out the quarterly review for quarter 
3 2025/2026 and found no issues. Information noted by Council. 

 

26/10 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 It was resolved that the following items be added to February’s agenda: 
• Poppies 
• Village Hall Build 
• Newsletter format including paper quality and colour. 
• Pensions  

 

26/11 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 18th February 
2026) 

 

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 18th February 2026 at 7.15pm. 

Clerk 

 The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.  

 

Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment January 2026 

 

 

Signature Chairman  
 

Date 

 


