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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 18th February 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs J Cutting (Vice-Chair), Mr J Hall, Mrs T 
Hutson, Mr A Lowe, Mr T Stanway, Ms. J Valenzuela and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In 
attendance Parishioners: Two Parishioner attended the meeting.  
 
 

Reference Item Action 

26/12 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 All Councillors were present at the meeting.  

26/13 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/14 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2026, 
as a true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/15 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that matters relating to pensions require the exclusion of press and 
public due to the confidential nature of the items under discussion. 

Clerk 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session  

 

 Parishioners attended to ask about the collapsed wall on St John’s Road. This has 
already been reported to RMBC but has now been like that around 18 months. The 
clerk is to follow this up. 

Clerk 

26/16 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary. 

 

26/16.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors.         

 Councillor Clarke could not attend the meeting.  

26/16.2 To review the most recent play inspection report and receive and receive costings for a 
top up of cushion fall.  

 

 Council engage RMBC monthly to check the equipment and point out any areas that 
may need repair or monitoring. The clerk circulated the latest play report dated 2nd 
February 2026 which was designated “Moderate risk” due to issues with the Cableway 
which is being repaired on 27th February 2026. The clerk has contacted four companies 
that supply play bark and other possible materials. She is awaiting quotations and 

Clerk 
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samples to be reviewed at March meeting. It was resolved that no further action is 
required at this time.  

26/16.3 To discuss village hall renovation, including: 
• Receiving the report from the Structural Engineer regarding Phase Two works 
• To discuss the visit from the asbestos/demolition company 
• To agree next steps including funding options.      

 

 The clerk circulated the report and drawings from the structural engineer. These have 
now been sent to the architect for the drawings to be complete. Once the drawings are 
complete the quantity surveyor will be able to give indicative costs. 
The asbestos company advised that the asbestos could be removed by an unlicensed 
contractor so the builder could complete the work. 
It was resolved that when the costings are available an Awards for All Grant be applied 
for £20,000.00. 
The clerk also showed Council the latest fire risk assessment from the village hall and 
showed areas that will need to be incorporated into the drawings to ensure 
compliance after the build, there are also some high-risk issues identified for the 
Village Hall committee. She also wants to include any other works that need doing so 
that these can be included in the specification for the builder. Following discussion, it 
was resolved to write to the Village Hall committee to ask: 
• Ask if any of the doors in the hall need widening for trolley. 
• Bearing in mind there will be no space to store bikes at the rear of the building or 

corridor – what capacity is there in the storage rooms alongside the hall for bikes 
so that the hirer can put a plan in place to remove the others, 

• Any works that the committee would like to include in Phase 2 in the storage 
rooms. 

• For a copy of the action plan relating to the Very High and High risk items as these 
would affect the Parish Council’s insurance of the building. 

• Where the items that are currently being stored in the committee room/gents and 
ladies’ toilets are going to go as these will need removing before any works. 

Clerk 

26/16.4 To provide an update on the meeting with the contractor supplying the new  
barrier and agree the final specification.    

 

 The clerk has received an updated quote which has been maintained at the same cost 
of £5,878.56. It was resolved to order this with an additional SIM card and GSM 
system so that it can be set remotely. Extra cost around £500.00. 

Clerk 

26/16.5 To agree any action in relation to replacing damaged Poppies for the Lamp posts.             
 The stock of poppies was reviewed and there are sufficient spares. Laughton does 

have strong winds, and discussion took place about how to strengthen them. 
Councillors A Lowe offered to look for a solution with some material that they have at 
work. He is to take a spare poppy and then return to Council with a copy of one that 
has been attached to a backing plate. It was resolved to review this when available. 

Councillor A 
Lowe 

26/16.6 To receive any response from RMBC Highways Department in relation to the  
letter sent last month regarding traffic and HGV’S on parish roads. 

 

 A response has been received from RMBC and has been shared with Council. 
No mention has been made to the placement of the sign entering Newhall so the clerk 
is to query this with the author. 

Clerk 
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26/17 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.      

26/17.1 To discuss the recent damage at the graveyard.  

 The clerk reported that she has contacted the Church to offer support following the 
reported damage. The Church expressed appreciation but have advised that no 
assistance is required at this time. The matter has been reported to the police and 
remains under investigation. No further details are being made available at present. 
Council resolved that no further action is required at this time. 

 

26/17.2 To discuss any requests for financial assistance including a request for a grant for a 
battery strimmer from the allotment society.  

 

 It was resolved to make a grant of £457.90 to the allotment society. Clerk 

26/17.3 To discuss any Allotment issues.      

 The clerk advised that she had received an update from the Neighbourhoods team. 
Ward Councillor, Amanda Clarke and the team have funded a large roll off skip to help 
clear some of the rubbish. Council resolved to get a quote to take down two historical 
structures so that they can go in the skip on the day. 

Clerk 

26/17.4 To discuss any changes to the half yearly newsletter.  

 It was resolved to create a less glossy version of the newsletter and seek feedback to 
see if parishioners read it more rather than treating it as junk mail. The clerk is to speak 
to the printer about format and colour. 

Clerk 

26/17.5 To discuss the introduction of a progress report for items reported to RMBC.  

 It was resolved that the Chairman will keep a log and bring it to each meeting to 
review. 

Councillor K 
Downing. 

26/17.6 To discuss the road surface in Brookhouse.  

 The chairman advised that the road is due for resurfacing and a date has now been 
given for 24th February 2026. It will involve closure for 4 days. Information noted by 
Council. 

 

26/17.7 To discuss correspondence received regarding grants for flagpoles.  
 It was resolved that the Council does not wish to apply for a grant for a flagpole.  
26/17.8 To discuss and agree the hanging basket order for summer 2026 and a Sponsorship 

scheme. 
 

 It was resolved to place the order for hanging baskets as per last year £48 per basket. 
These will be the plastic version as they hold water better in prolonged warm weather. 
The sponsorship scheme to run again. Some plaques are still intact and where new 
ones are required an additional £12 will be charged. These can still only contain 
names. 

Clerk 

26/17.9  To discuss correspondence received from a parishioner regarding the state of 
overgrown hedges around Slade Hooton as well as pothole issues. 

 

 Council agree that hedges continue to be an issue as do re-occurring potholes. 
Council agreed to ask the Parishioner to provide what three words locations for the 
various issues and any reference numbers for previous reports so these can be 
followed up. 
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26/18 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 3 to 6 
(2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

RB2026/0115 - Amendment to application RB2025/1100 to include changes to 
approved plans (condition 2) and materials (condition 3). 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0115 

 

 

 

 It was resolved that there was no further action at this time.  

26/19 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

None 

 

 It was resolved that no further action is required at this time.  

26/20 Financial Matters     

26/20.1 To receive the RFO’S report.  

 a) After 10 months of the financial year 100% of annual anticipated income has been 
received, as expected. 55% of planned expenditure has been spent. 

b) The account balance on 31st January 2026 is £110,358.12. 
c) The second stage of the 2025/2026 Precept has been received so that the annual 

precept of £49,500 has now been received from RMBC. 
d) Donations of £562.00 have been received for the village hall build, £450 for a 

bench and £1,032.00 for hanging basket project, as well as VAT refunds of £207.52 
and £855.60. A further VAT refund for £326.06 has been claimed up to 31st January. 

Councillor K Downing advised that in accordance with Council risk procedures he has 
spoken to the insurance company who confirmed insurance is in place and due for 
renewal in April. 
Information noted by Council 

 

26/20.2 To receive bank reconciliation to 31st January 2026.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/20.3 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under clerk 
delegation. Please see Appendix 1.  

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due 
are agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/20.4 To agree transfers to or from reserves.   

 It was resolved that the following transfers are required: 
From Current Account to Earmarked Reserves - £5750.00 for new barrier (Budget line 
Village Hall plus grant in 1k) 
From Current Account to Earmarked Reserves for staffing to cover additional pension 
cost £500 (from Budget line Staff Salaries) 
From Current Account to Earmarked Reserves for Village Hall Building works to cover 
costs of Phase 2 - £1500 (from Budget line Staff Salaries) 
From Current Account to Earmarked Reserves for Allotments to cover potential cost of 
a new gate - £1500 (from Budget line Staff Salaries 1k and allotments £500) 
Transfer £1800 from Admin budget line  to Landscape budget line to cover cost of work 
done on the village beds. 
Transfer £500 from current account to ER CCTV from budget. 

Clerk 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Frotherham.planportal.co.uk%2F%3Fid%3DRB2026%2F0115&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0f94cb4646284b02fa0e08de6b0cca83%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639065899827814766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v%2Bgu9LHw0f5bCJEk9ouXHGvzl7vPY41vpXxT53zw4Co%3D&reserved=0
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26/20.5 To consider allocation of underspend of staffing and projects to Earmarked  
Reserves for Phase 2.  

 

 It was resolved that underspend be allocated to Phase two of the village hall build, 
allotment gate and 2026/2027 budget for pensions. 

 

26/21 Staffing Matters  

26/21.1 To discuss the current level of contribution to the clerk’s workplace pension and  
 agree any action.   

 

 It was resolved that the Council’s contribution to the clerk’s workplace pension be 
increased from 3% to 10% with effect from salary payable in March. 

 

26/22 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 It was resolved that the following items be added to March’s agenda: 
• No matters were raised at this time. 

 

26/23 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 18th March 
2026) 

 

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7.15pm. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.  

 

Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment February 2026 

 

Signature Chairman  
 

 

Date 18th March 2026 

 


