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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 18th March 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs T Hutson, Mr A Lowe, Mr T Stanway, Ms. J 
Valenzuela and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In attendance Parishioners: Two Parishioner 
attended the meeting.  
 

Reference Item Action 

26/24 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 Councillors: Mr J Hall and Mrs J Cutting gave reasons for absence which were 
approved at the meeting. 

 

26/25 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/26 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 
2026, as a true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/27 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that no matters require the exclusion of press and public due to the 
confidential nature of the items under discussion. 

 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session  

 

 Notices regarding a forthcoming planning application was raised.  

26/28 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary. 

 

26/28.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors.         

 Our Ward Councillor was unable to attend the meeting.  

26/28.2 To review the most recent play inspection report, receive an update on the play area 
repairs and to receive samples and costings for the play surface top up. 

 

 Council engage RMBC monthly to check the equipment and point out any areas that 
may need repair or monitoring. The clerk circulated the latest play report dated 10th 
March 2026 which was designated “Moderate risk”. The repairs on the cableway and 
other minor faults have been carried out but were delayed and so were repaired after 
the date of the latest report. These will show on the April report. The clerk showed 
various samples of play surface. The favoured material was Play Bark due to its larger 
particles. The clerk has two quotations for this and one sample. She is awaiting a 

Clerk 
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sample and seeking a third quotation. Council resolved to defer selection until April 
meeting.   

26/28.3 To receive a progress report regarding the village hall renovation.   

 The clerk reported that herself and the chair had met with the architect prior to the 
meeting to go through the plans and look at them along with the items raised for Phase 
2 on the fire report. The architect is to make these amendments and pass them to the 
QS for costing. The clerk is to seek feedback from the village hall following the 
enquiries made last month. 
The flooring issues have been chased again, and an issue has arisen with the ladies 
sink which will require remediation with the Phase 2 works. 

Clerk 

26/28.4 To provide an update on the barrier installation and agree an access list.    
 The clerk advised that the barrier is being installed this week. It was resolved that the 

whitelist is Cllrs. Mr T Stanway, Mr K Downing, Mr J Hall, Mr A Lowe and the clerk.  
Clerk 

26/28.5 To review the correspondence log and agree any follow up.  
 It was resolved to chase up the HGV sign and any response regarding the wall on St 

John’s Road. 
Clerk 

26/29 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.      

26/29.1 To discuss any requests for financial assistance.  

 The clerk advised that there were no requests for financial assistance.  

26/29.2 To discuss any Allotment issues.  
• Request from Plot 89 for a 5 x 7 ft greenhouse. 
• To receive a quotation to take down two structures. 
• To provide an update on the Neighbourhood skip. 
• To receive a quotation for a higher gate at the allotment entrance.    

 

 It was resolved that: 
• The request for the greenhouse is agreed. 
• The cost of the structure removal of £430.00 is approved – to be carried out the 

council’s grounds maintenance contractor. 
• The neighbourhood skip has been agreed for Wednesday 25th May 2026. 
• A quotation has not yet been received – this matter is deferred until the next 

meeting. 

Clerk 

26/29.3 To provide a grounds maintenance update and to receive the invoices for first payment 
of the new contract and the border repair work. 

 

 The clerk advised that the grounds maintenance contract has started, as well as the 
litter picking, cleaning ramps has been carried out and some weeding. The border 
repair work is now complete; the invoice is slightly higher than agreed due to the 
additional stonework that was required. Council resolved to pay this amount of 
£965.00. 

Clerk 

26/29.4 To receive and agree the insurance renewal from 1st April 2026 - new premium         
including IPT and all fees) for the year will of £1,265.41. 2nd Year LTA. 

 

 It was resolved to pay the insurance premium renewal. Council notes that cyber 
security is not included but considers that the current duplicate back up process is 
adequate for the size of council. 

Clerk 
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26/29.5 To provide an update on the prototype to strengthen the Poppies.  

 Councillor A Lowe brought a prototype of the strengthened poppy. It was resolved that 
the other poppies are now strengthened in the same manner. 

Councillor A 
Lowe 

26/30 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 7 to 10 
(2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

To agree a letter to RMBC, in connection with the Adequacy of Consultation for the 
Whitestone Solar Farm proposal.  

To receive information from Whitestone Solar Farm relating to a further focused 
consultation - 4 March - 3 April 2026 - and agree a response. 

 

 

 

 It was resolved that due to the focused nature Council will add any comments within 
the formal response in May when the DCO is submitted. 

 

26/31 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

RB2026/0115 - Proposal Non-Material Amendment to application RB2025/1100 to 
include changes to approved plans (condition 2) and materials (condition 3). at Barn at 
Turner Croft, off High Street, Laughton-en-le-Morthen. Refused 23/02/2026. 

 

 It was resolved that no further action is required at this time.  

26/32 Financial Matters     

26/32.1 To receive the RFO’S report.  

 a) After 11 months of the financial year 100% of annual anticipated income has been 
received, as expected. 56% of planned expenditure has been spent. 

b) The account balance on 28th February 2026 is £108,626.64. 
c) The second stage of the 2025/2026 Precept has been received so that the annual 

precept of £49,500 has now been received from RMBC. 
d) Donations of £562.00 have been received for the village hall build, £450 for a 

bench and £1,032.00 for hanging basket project, as well as VAT refunds of £207.52 
and £855.60. A further VAT refund for £326.06 has been received up to 31st January. 

Councillor K Downing advised that in accordance with Council risk procedures he has 
spoken to the insurance company who confirmed insurance is in place and due for 
renewal in April. 
Information noted by Council 

 

26/32.2 To receive bank reconciliation to 28th February 2026.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/32.3 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under clerk 
delegation. Please see Appendix 1.  

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due 
are agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/32.4 To agree transfers to or from reserves.   

 It was resolved that the following transfers are required: 
£1500.00 from CA to ER Noticeboards for new board for Crossroads. 
£870.32 Accrued Interest on ER be allocated to Village Hall Build after 1st April. 

Clerk 
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26/32.5 To review Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council’s Risk Assessment Management 
document and agree any changes.  

 

 Council reviewed the existing Risk Assessment document which is produced to outline 
an assessment of the risks facing the council, with appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including various controls and relevant insurance. Updates were made relating 
to staffing and GDPR. It was resolved that the council continues to adopt the updated 
risk management policy document for a further 12 months, additionally council 
resolved that having carried out the review, appropriate measures are in place the 
manage and mitigate the risks. The additional checks relating to a conversation with 
the internal auditor and an independent check of the insurance have been carried with 
no issues raised. To be reviewed annually.   

Clerk 

26/32.6 To discuss and agree changes to Council’s asset register, including a review of  
insurance adequacy. 

 

 The Asset Register has been amended with additions for this year, and it was resolved 
to agree the Asset Register and the new total of £138,296.47. The barrier that is 
currently being installed has been added to the asset register and the old barrier 
removed. The assets on the register were checked to current insurance levels and 
found to be adequate. 
The clerk advised Council that the situation with CISWO remains unchanged. The play 
area equipment is on charity land and as should ideally be seen as a charitable trust 
asset. The trust has no money to maintain it though. The current situation inherited is 
impractical and unwieldy. Council resolved to retain responsibility for the play area 
and try to contact the actual trustees of CISWO to try and resolve this matter. The 
current structure does not benefit the parish as the charitable trust has minimal 
income so putting additional layers of bureaucracy only creates additional costs for 
parishioners. 

 

26/33 Policies - To review and approve the following Policies for a period to be agreed  

26/33.1 Council’s Data Audit (3 years)  

 It was resolved that the Data Audit is up to date with current personal data held and 
will be reviewed again in two years.  

Clerk 

26/33.2 Records Management Policy (3 years)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 3 years. Clerk 

26/33.3 Freedom of Information Policy (1 year)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 1 year. Clerk 

26/33.4 Council’s Publication Scheme (1 year)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 1 year. Clerk 

26/33.5 Privacy Policy (1 year)  

 It was resolved that the policy be updated to include UK GDPR and adopted for 1 year. Clerk 

26/33.6 Accessibility Policy/Statement (1 year)  

 The clerk advised that she had done a review of the website and found no issues. It 
was resolved to update the current policy to reflect this check pending an 

Clerk 
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accessibility check by the website provider at a cost of £145.00. Clerk to request the 
check. 

26/33.7 Code of Conduct (2 years)  

 It was resolved that the Code of Conduct is adopted for 2 years. Clerk 

26/33.8 Civility and Respect Policy (2 years)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 2 years. Clerk 

26/33.9 Bio-diversity Policy (2 years)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 2 years. Clerk 

26/33.10 Safeguarding Policy (1 year)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 1 year. Clerk 

26/33.11 Equality and Diversity Policy (1 year)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 1 year. Clerk 

26/33.12 Dignity at Work Policy (2 years)  

 It was resolved that the policy was reviewed and adopted for 2 years. Clerk 

26/34 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 Councillor T Stanway sent apologies for April meeting. 
It was resolved that the following items be added to April’s agenda: 

• Additional Bulbs for planting. 

 

26/35 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 15th April 2026)  

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7.15pm. 

 

 The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.  
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Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment March 2026 

 

Signature Chairman  -  
 

Date 15th April 2026 

 


