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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 15th April 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs J Cutting (Vice-Chair), Mrs T Hutson, Mr J 
Hall, Mr A Lowe, Ms. J Valenzuela and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In attendance 
Parishioners: Two Parishioner attended the meeting. Two members of St John’s Road Allotment 
committee attended the meeting. 
 

Reference Item Action 

26/36 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 Councillors: Mr T Stanway gave reasons for absence which were approved at the 
meeting. 

 

26/37 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/38 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2026, 
as a true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/39 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that no matters require the exclusion of press and public due to the 
confidential nature of the items under discussion. 

 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session  

 

 Matters relating to ongoing issues with damage in the Parish were discussed.  

26/40 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary.         

 

26/40.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors.         

 Ward Councillor Amanda Clarke attended the meeting and gave an update on issues 
that she is currently working on. 

 

26/40.2 To review the most recent play inspection report and review the options to top up the play 
area surface. 

 

 The clerk advised that the play report for April has not yet been received. The clerk 
brought samples of play bark. She had tried to get the third quote but in reality, this 
bark was coming from one main supply company, where she has a direct quote. It was 
resolved to order 65 cubic meters of Play Area Bark at a cost of £3,835.00 from ahs 
Ltd. The clerk to order once the weather becomes warmer and settled – early June. 

Clerk 
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26/40.3 To discuss Village Hall Issues including: 
• To receive a progress report regarding the village hall renovation, including 

costing estimates from the Quantity Surveyor and the invoice from the architect.  
• To provide an update on the Village Hall flooring issue.     
• To receive correspondence relating to the Village Hall risk assessment. 

 

 • The clerk advised that she is expecting the QS costing this week and will then 
start the grant application. Council resolved that the clerk is authorised to 
submit a £20k grant to Awards for All. 

• Polyflor have visited to carry out and assessment on the discoloured flooring and 
we await a response. 

• The author of the Fire Risk Assessment has written clarification regarding the 
books, and the bookcase has been moved to the appropriate distance. 

Clerk 

26/40.4 To review the correspondence log and agree any follow up.  
 The clerk advised that she had chased up the issue with the sign on entering Newhall 

but is still awaiting a response. 
A response relating to the damaged wall has been received and circulated to Council. 
It was resolved to monitor. 

Clerk 

26/40.5 To discuss the Parish newsletter following discussion with the printer.  
 The clerk showed a modern black and white version with colour photos. It was 

resolved to try this format for the forthcoming May/June issue. 
Content to include some new interactive items, a word search and barcode including 
Planting, Village Hall plans, Pub Nights, allotments, 

Clerk 

26/41 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.      
 

26/41.1 To discuss any requests for financial assistance.  

 The clerk advised that there were no requests for financial assistance.  

26/41.2 To discuss any Allotment issues.  
• To review the outcome of community skip and decide next steps. 
• To review outstanding rents.  

 

 • The clerk reported that the community skip had been very successful. A number of 
structures on old plots and rubbish had been cleared. Additional costs have been 
incurred of £250.00 due to the lateness of the skip arrival, the neighbourhoods 
team had offered to reimburse this. It was resolved to pay the invoice and then 
sort this with either reimbursement or contribution to an additional skip. 

        It was resolved that two further 8-yard skips be used as appropriate to remove  
        further waste. 
• Outstanding rents and documents were discussed. It was resolved to put notices 

on the plots if the rent is not settled and proceed with termination of tenancy. This 
also applies to missing documentation. 

Clerk 

26/41.3 To discuss the increase in crime within the parish.  

 The clerk has contacted the police to arrange a meeting and is awaiting dates. 
Councillor Cutting has collected a number of incidents following feedback from 
Parishioners. It was resolved that a meeting be arranged with local police as soon as 
possible to discuss the number of recurring issues. 

Clerk 
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26/41.4 To discuss the Parish bulb planting now that Spring is here to see if further areas  
required more bulbs. 

 

 It was resolved to order £200 worth of daffodils at the end of September for planting. Clerk 

26/41.5 To discuss the summer hanging basket order in relation to conditions outlined in a 
recent network meeting. 

 

 Correspondence was discussed from RMBC relating to the transfer of stress testing 
responsibility to Parish Councils. The communication on this matter was agreed to be 
very poor and too late in the ordering cycle.  It was resolved to raise this issue at Ward 
Councillor level and in the interim to order the baskets as it is too late to let the 
supplier down. 

Clerk 

26/41.6 To set the date and time of the Annual Parish Meeting (6.15 pm 20th May 2026)  
 It was resolved to set the date of the Annual Parish Meeting for 6.15pm on 20th May 

2026. 
Clerk 

26/42 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 11 to 
14 (2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

RB2026/0369 - Application to vary conditions 2 & 3 (approved plans & materials) 
imposed by RB2025/1100, Barn at Turner Croft, off High Street, Laughton-en-le-
Morthen. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0369 
 
RB2026/0413 - Demolition of connecting single storey side/rear annex extension 
and erection of a single storey side/rear connecting extension Coldwell, Hooton 
Lane, Slade Hooton. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0413 
 
RB2026/0467 - Alterations to existing garage to create ancillary gym/studio space 
with additional fentrations and ramp, Larchwood House, Turner Croft,  
Laughton-en-le-Morthen, Rotherham. 

        http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0467 
 
       To note an agree any action in relation to a further planning application for solar  
        development in Rotherham. 
        RB2025/0714 - Land Off Morthen Lane - Construction, operation, and subsequent    
        decommissioning of a renewable energy park, comprising ground mounted solar 
        photovoltaic (PV) together with associated infrastructure including inverters,  
        substation compound, cabling, access tracks, fencing, and landscaping. 
        http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0714 
 

 

 

 

 It was resolved that an objection be raised on application RB2026/0369. The 
proposed changes are not in character with the history and style of the development 
and contradict conditions imposed when originally agreed. 
It was additionally resolved that a letter be sent relating to RB2025/0714, raising 
concerns about traffic impact and loss of green space. 

 

26/43 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

None 

 

 It was resolved that no further action is required at this time.  

http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0369
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0413
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0467
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0714
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26/44 Financial Matters     

26/44.1 To receive the RFO’S report.  

 The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer had previously circulated the year end 
cashbook,  
Balance on current account at year end 31st March 2026 is £2,994.90. There is a VAT 
refund due of £2,253.49. The first ½ year precept of £27,300.00 has been received. 
A summary of reserves was presented to Council as at year end 31st March 2026: - 
General Reserves - £25,180.30. With the budget transfer for 2026/2027, this 
represents 49% of precept, in line with the reserve policy. 
Earmarked Reserves - £58,685.41 
£ 6,656.01 – To maintain play area and provide for future equipment costs – ongoing 
reserve 
£ 2,156.53   - Provided for Village Hall Repairs – ongoing reserve. 
£34,720.68   - Provided for Village Hall Renovations – Balance towards phase 2, stage  
                           and meeting room.  Inc.  £ 870.32 - accrued interest. 
£ 4,450.00 - Provided for ongoing work on Allotments – ongoing reserve. 
£ 3,299.00 - Provided for CCTV upgrade/repair when required – ongoing reserve. 
£     500.00 - Legal Fee provision. 
£ 1,000.00 - Election Costs. 
£     160.80 - To provide for replacement defibrillator – ongoing reserve. 
£ 4,610.00 - Provision for noticeboards 
£      132.39 - Provision for new laptop/repairs. 
£ 1,000.00 - Staffing Reserve to cover sickness 
Information noted by council.  

 

26/44.2 To receive bank reconciliation to 31st March 2026.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/44.3 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under clerk 
delegation. Please see Appendix 1.  

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due 
are agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/44.4 To receive the Internal Auditors Report (AIAR) for the period 1st April 2025 to 31st March 
2026, review the effectiveness of the system of internal controls for Laughton-en-le-
Morthen Parish Council and agree any changes to controls that may be necessary. 

 

 Council reviewed the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, including the 
Internal auditors report (AIAR), which had been previously circulated. It was resolved 
that the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/2026 included at Page 3 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return, along with the Internal Auditors written report, 
be noted, and that Council agreed that effective internal controls are in place. It was 
further resolved that having reviewed the system of internal controls no changes to 
financial controls are necessary.  
Council noted that they consider the Internal Auditor competent to carry out the audit 
and that she operated independent of the Council and staff. 

Clerk 
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26/44.5 Following a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal controls of Laughton-
en- le-Morthen Parish Council, to consider the findings, and then to complete and 
approve section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), this to 
then be signed by the Clerk and the Chairman of the meeting.  

 

 Following review of the effectiveness of the system of internal controls, detailed 
above, and having no issues raised when considering the findings, it was resolved that 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council complete and approve section 1 of the Annual 
Governance Statement 2025/2026 on page 4 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return. The Chairman and Clerk signed the declaration. 

 

26/44.6 Following prior signing by the Responsible Financial Officer, to consider and approve 
the Accounting Statements of Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council relating to the 
period 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026. The Chairman of the meeting to then sign 
section 2 of The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). 

 

 Following the signing of section 2 of the AGAR by the Responsible Financial Officer. 
Council considered section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. It 
was resolved that Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council approve Section 2 - 
Accounting Statements 2025/2026 for Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council on 
page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026 and that the 
Chairman sign the declaration. Documents now to be submitted to approved external 
auditor PKF, cost for assurance review will be £420.00. Council resolved that the 
invoice may be paid upon presentation. 

 

26/44.7 To agree the dates to be set to advertise the period during which electors and 
Interested persons may exercise rights relating to the Annual Accounts. (Suggested 
dates – Wednesday 3rd June 2026 to Tuesday 14th July 2026) 

 

 It was resolved that Wednesday 3rd June 2026 to Tuesday 14th July 2026 be selected by 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council for the period of exercise of public rights. 
Clerk to place on the website and Parish noticeboards. 

Clerk 

26/44.8 To receive information on the Councillor quarterly review of receipts and payments 
and to nominate a Councillor to carry out the check for the   forthcoming financial 
year.        

 

 It was resolved that Councillor K Downing carry out the quarterly reviews for the 
2026/2027 financial year. The  quarter 4 2025/2026 was deferred until next meeting as 
the accounts binder had only just been received back from the internal auditor. 
Information noted by Council. 

Clerk 

26/45 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 It was resolved that the following items be added to May’s agenda: 
• None 

 

26/46 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 20th May 
2026) 

 

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 7.15pm. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.  
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Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment April 2026 

 

 

Signature Chairman -  
 

 

Date 20th May 2026 

 


