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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 20th May 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs J Cutting (Vice-Chair), Mrs T Hutson, Mr J 
Hall, Mr A Lowe, Mr T Stanway and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In attendance Parishioners: 
Two Parishioners attended the meeting.  
 

Reference Item Action 

26/46 To elect a chairman for the ensuing year, to be followed by the signing of the Chairman’s 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

 It was resolved that Mr K Downing be elected as Chairman for the next 12 months – 
Councillor K Downing signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

26/47 To elect a Vice-chairman for the ensuing year.  

 It was resolved that Councillor Mrs J Cutting be elected as vice-chairman for the next 
12 months. 

 

26/48 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 Councillor: Ms J Valenzuela gave reasons for absence which were approved at the 
meeting. 

 

26/49 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/50 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2026, as 
a true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/51 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that no matters require the exclusion of press and public due to the 
confidential nature of the items under discussion. 

 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session  

 

 No issues were raised.  

26/52 To consider appointment of any new committees.  

 It was resolved not to appoint any new committees at this time.  
26/53 To appoint members to the staffing committee for the next 12 months, appoint 

the chairman of the committee and agree any changes to the terms of reference.  

 

 It was resolved that Laughton en le Morthen Parish Council continue to have a staffing 
committee as a standing committee of the Council – terms of reference were reviewed 

Clerk 
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and adopted without amendment. • The Committee will have no ex-officio members. • 
The committee to have 4 members and Councillors: Mr T Stanway, Mrs J Cutting, Mrs T 
Hutson, and Mr K Downing are appointed to the committee. • Councillor Trevor 
Stanway be appointed as chairman of the committee. • The committee will meet 
minimum once annually and as needed. The committee will have a quorum of three. 
It was resolved that the next staffing meeting is set for 17th June 2026 at 6 pm. 

26/54 To consider continuation with existing annual subscriptions for Information 
Commissioners Office (data protection subscription), YLCA, SLCC, Campaign to 
protect Rural England, Community First and National Allotment Association, 
which will fall due in the next 12 months. 

 

 It was resolved that the existing subscriptions be continued for a further 12 months 
upon their renewal during the next 12 months, these being: ICO, YLCA, CPRE and 
clerk’s contribution to SLCC, National Allotment Society and Community First. 

 

26/55 To appoint a representative to Yorkshire Local Council Association.  

 It was resolved that Councillor Trudy Hutson continue as the representative for the 
YLCA for a further 12 months. 

 

26/56 To determine the time and place of ordinary meetings of the full council up to 
and including the next annual meeting of the council. To include agreement for 
hire of the Village Hall for all other Council meetings and allotment rent 
collection, at the prevailing hall tariff.  

 

 It was resolved that Council meetings continue to be held in the Village Hall on the 
third Wednesday of every month at 7.15 pm other than August, where there is no 
meeting, and December when it is held on the second Wednesday. Additionally, that 
the Village Hall be hired for all other Council meetings and allotment rent collection, at 
the prevailing hall tariff. 

 

26/57 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary.         

 

26/57.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors.         

 Ward Councillor Amanda Clarke attended the meeting. Road safety and speeding was 
discussed again and Amanda would like more volunteers for the speed awareness 
sessions. She continues to raise this issue to RMBC, but they advise there is limited 
funding for new safety measures at the moment. The ongoing issues with hanging 
baskets were discussed at length. 

 

26/57.2 To review the most recent play inspection report and agree any action and to discuss 
logistics around the bark install. 

 

 The clerk noted some damage from bikes or scooters on the ramp; this will be 
monitored. A date needs to be agreed for the bark delivery; Councillor Lowe is to speak 
to the football team and advise the clerk of a suitable date. 

Cllr. Lowe 

26/57.3 To discuss Village Hall Issues including: 

• To receive a copy of the Quantity Surveyor’s costings and a progress report on the 
grant application.  

• To provide an update on the Village Hall flooring issue.     
• To notify Council of the installation of the new bin base. 
• To discuss the conifers deposited on the recreational ground. 
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 • The outline costing was circulated to Council. The 20k Awards for All Grant is 
required to cover the difference between Council funds and estimated costings. 
The clerk advised the application is nearly complete and will be submitted within 
the next 7 days. 

• The clerk has chased Polyflor but they are still awaiting an update on the testing. 
• Council noted the installation of the base and agreed payment of the invoice. 
• Council have been advised that the Conifers were to be moved but are still there. It 

was resolved to write to residents. 

Clerk 

26/57.4 To provide an update on the meeting arranged with the police to discuss issues 
occurring within the Parish. 

 

 The clerk reported that a meeting has been arranged for 27th May 2026 to discuss what 
progress has been made. It was resolved that Councillors: Mrs J Cutting,  
Mr K Downing and Mr J Hall attend. 

Clerk/Cllrs: 
J Cutting 
K Downing 

26/57.5 To review the correspondence log and agree any follow up.  
 The signage has been corrected in Newhall, and it was resolved that this can be 

marked completed on the log. 
Clerk 

26/57.6 To receive information relating to the current Community Governance Review by 
RMBC. 

 

 The review was discussed and Council resolved to write to Thurcroft Parish Council to 
ask for an exploratory meeting to discuss boundaries. 

Clerk 

26/57.7 To review the barrier install and agree any further action  
 The barrier appears to be working effectively. Council is still waiting for a quotation for 

the remote keypad and training for remote access. It was resolved that the clerk 
chase the contractor. 

Clerk 

26/58 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.      
 

26/58.1 To discuss any requests for financial assistance.  

 The clerk advised that there were no requests for financial assistance.  

26/58.2 To discuss any Allotment issues including the quote for the gate.  

 The clerk reported that she is still awaiting an update from the allotment committee as 
to the quotation and specification for the new gate. 

 

26/58.3 To receive an update on summer hanging baskets and RMBC stress testing 
requirements. 

 

 The clerk advised that she is still awaiting an update on procurement for the stress 
testing by RMBC. They have been given all the information for the lamp posts, and we 
now await the reports so that the baskets can go up. An article to update parishioners 
has gone in the newsletter. Councillors are frustrated by the delay and will review the 
decision to await the testing at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

26/59 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 15 to 
19 (2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

RB2026/0390 - Trees & Woodlands. Application to undertake works to a tree(s) 
within Laughton-en-le Morthen Conservation Area, Manor Lodge, Turner Croft, 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0390 

 

 

 

http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0390
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RB2026/0531 - Listed Building Consent for installation of EV charger, Abbey 
Stone Barn, Main Street, Brookhouse. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0531 

To agree the final letter to RMBC in connection with the Adequacy of Consultation 
for the Whitestone Solar Farm proposal, incorporating the further focused 
consultation. Including asking RMBC to include it with their own submission as 
an appendix.        

 In relation to the Whitestone Solar Farm consultation, the clerk circulated a draft 
response to RMBC with comments on the adequacy of consultation. It was resolved 
that the response is approved and submitted to RMBC to be incorporated in their 
response to the Planning Inspector. 

 

26/60 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

  RB2026/0369 - Application to vary conditions 2 & 3 (approved plans & materials)   
  imposed by RB2025/1100 at Barn at Turner Croft, off High Street, Laughton-en-le-  
  Morthen. Refused 23/04/2026. 

 

 It was resolved that no further action is required at this time.  

26/61 Policies and Procedures  

26/61.1 To review Financial Regulations and consider adoption for a further 12 months.  

 It was resolved to adopt Financial Regulations unchanged for a further 12 months. Clerk 

26/61.2 To review Standing Orders and consider adoption for a further 12 months.  

 It was resolved to adopt Standing Orders unchanged for a further 12 months. Clerk 

26/61.3 To review and approve Council’s Press and Media Policy, for review at the next annual 
Council meeting. 

 

 It was resolved to adopt Council’s Press and Media Policy unchanged for a further 12 
months. 

Clerk 

26/61.4 To review and approve Council’s Recording of Meetings Policy, for review at the next 
annual Council meeting. 

 

 It was resolved to adopt Council’s Recording of Meetings Policy unchanged for a 
further 12 months. 

Clerk 

26/61.5 To adopt an amended IT Policy for a further 2 years.  

 It was resolved to adopt the amended policy for 2 years. Changes incorporated relate 
to accessing Council information on personal devices as recommended by the 
internal auditor. 

Clerk 

26/61.6 To review and approve Council’s Complaints policy, for review at the next annual 
Council meeting. 

 

 It was resolved to adopt Council’s Complaints Policy unchanged for a further 12 
months. 

Clerk 

26/61.7 To review and approve Council’s Data Protection Policy for review at the next annual 
Council meeting. 

 

 It was resolved to adopt Council’s Data Protection Policy unchanged for a further 12 
months. 

Clerk 

26/62 Financial Matters     

http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0531
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26/62.1 To review existing banking arrangements, including signing arrangements.  

 It was resolved to continue with the existing banking arrangements with Lloyds Bank 
for a further 12 months, the Clerk, Councillor T Stanway, Councillor T Hutson to 
remain as signatories and Councillor J Hall to be added. Signing arrangements to be 
any two signatories. 

 

26/62.2 To receive the RFO’S report, including to note receipt of CIL money £1,104.02.  

 a) After 1 month of the financial year 48% of annual anticipated income has been 
received, as expected. 5% of planned expenditure has been spent. 

b) The account balance on 30th April 2026 is £113,337.12. 
c) The first stage of the 2026/2027 Precept (£27,300) has been received from RMBC. 

 

26/62.3 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under the clerk’s 

delegation. Please see appendix 1. 

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due are 

agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/62.4 To receive bank reconciliation to 30th April 2026.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/62.5 To agree any transfers to or from reserves.  

 It was resolved that the CIL money be placed in reserves and earmarked for spend on 
the play area. 

 

26/62.6 To confirm continued use of Internet Banking arrangement as the usual way to make 
payments. Cheques to be used by exception. This consists of input by the clerk, 
followed by authorisation of payment by an authorised signatory, of payments listed 
for approval at the previous Parish Council meeting. Additionally, to agree the 
delegation to the clerk between meetings for payments of Village Maintenance, PAYE 
and salaries, being contractual obligations, subject to second authorisation and 
reporting on the next payment list. 

 

 It was resolved to continue to use Internet Banking, including the dual authorisation of 
payments. It was agreed that it may be used as the usual method of payment, using 
cheques by exception. Additionally, it was agreed to continue delegation to the clerk 
between meetings for inter-account transfers up to £5000, plus delegation for 
payments of Village Maintenance and salaries/PAYE plus grounds maintenance (being 
contractual obligations) – subject to second authorisation. These payments to be 
reported at the next council meeting. 

 

26/62.7 To consider continued use of variable direct debit arrangements on the account for 
Water Bill at the Allotments, Campaign to protect Rural England, ICO Subscription, 
RMBC Grounds Maintenance and NEST. 

 

 It was resolved that the Parish Council continue to allow direct debit payments for 
water bill payments for the allotments, Campaign to Protect Rural England, ICO 
Subscription, RMBC Grounds Maintenance and NEST pension. Fees for banking are 
also charged direct to the account. 

 

26/62.8 To re-appoint the current Internal Auditor, under the existing terms of reference, for the 
financial year 1st April 2026 to 31st March 2027. 

 

 The clerk advised that she is still awaiting a quotation. It was resolved to defer this 
matter to the next meeting. 
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26/62.9 To received information on the year-end review of receipts and payments by the 
appointed Councillor. 

 

 Councillor K Downing reported that he has carried out quarter 4 (2025/2026) review of 
receipts and payments and found no issues. Information noted by Council. Councillor 
Downing also reported that he has spoken to the Internal Auditor following the review 
in accordance with Council’s agreed controls. No additional issues were raised. 

 

26/63 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 It was resolved that the following items be added to June’s agenda: 
• Newsletter Feedback. 

 

26/64 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 17th June 
2026) 

 

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 
Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 7.15pm. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.  

 

Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment May 2026 

 

Signature Chairman -  

Date 17th June 2026 

 


