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Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council 

The Village Hall, Firbeck Avenue, Laughton-en-le-Morthen, S25 1YD 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 17th June 2026 

Present: Councillors: Mr K Downing (Chairman), Mrs J Cutting (Vice-Chair), Mrs T Hutson, Mr J 
Hall, Mr T Stanway, Ms J Valenzuela and the Clerk, Caroline Havenhand. In attendance: Twenty-
Three Parishioners attended the meeting. Two Ward Councillors attended. 
 

Reference Item Action 

26/65 To receive and approve reasons for absence.  

 Councillor Andrew Lowe gave reasons for absence which were approved at the 
meeting. 

 

26/66 To receive declarations of interest in respect of business on the agenda.  

 No interests were declared.  

26/67 To authorise the chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2026, as a 
true and correct record. 

 

 The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record, and the Chairman 
accordingly signed the file copy. 

 

26/68 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the 
press and public, due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

 It was resolved that agenda item 5.7, recorded as minute number 26/69.7, requires 
the exclusion of press and public due to the confidential nature of the items under 
discussion. 

 

 
Open Forum for Parishioners in Attendance – Public Participation Session   

 Members of the public attended to discuss: 
• Planning, specifically the application relating to the Animal Sanctuary on 

Kingswood Avenue. Members of the public both supporting and strongly 
opposing the application attended, with the latter representing the majority 
view. 

• Speeding. Concerns were raised about the lack of progress with getting any 
additional speed reduction schemes in the Parish since meetings took place 
with the local MP, Ward and Parish Councillors in early 2024, prior to the last 
local elections. Comparison was made to other Parishes where speed bumps 
have been installed in that time. 

• Parking at school start and end times was raised as an issue and continues to 
cause problems. 

 

26/69 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where 
necessary.         

 

26/69.1 To receive a report from Ward Councillors, including to request a summary of what 
speed reduction schemes have been requested for Laughton, and any potential 
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funding that may become available. Also, if any volunteers have come forward for the 
community speed watch. 

 Councillor Amanda Clarke gave an update on hanging baskets. Issues raised by 
Parishioners regarding speeding and parking were discussed. The clerk advised that 
she had already asked RMBC for a full summary of any schemes awaiting funding for 
this area and is awaiting a response. The Parish Council has expressed concerns 
previously that very little of the last funding scheme was spent in this Parish. Both 
Ward Councillors advised that they need more data to try and get this area prioritised 
and have been asking for volunteers for Speed Watch for some time now. Members of 
the public volunteered along with Councillor Downing to undertake the Community 
Speed Watch training and Councillor Downing also advised that he would be a contact 
point. It was resolved to contact the police for their mobile data to see what this is 
currently showing in terms of any hotspot times. Ward Councillors offered to contact 
one of the Parishioners specifically on the parking issue. 

Clerk 

26/69.2 To review the most recent play inspection report and agree any action, including 
delivery date for the play bark. 

 

 The clerk noted that the play inspection report for June has been delayed. The football 
team have advised that they could help early July with the bark spreading and 
therefore the clerk has requested a delivery for 7th July. Payment will be required in 
advance. It was resolved to agree the payment of £4,602.00 for 65 cubic metres. 

Clerk 

26/69.3 To discuss any Village Hall Issues including:  
• To notify Council that the grant funding application has been submitted and 

acknowledged.  
• Any updates from Village Hall meeting of CIO.  
• Update on price for internal barrier control. 

 

 • Council noted the submission of the grant application. The clerk advised that it is 
likely to be August before we will know if the grant is successful. 

• The Chairman noted that he had attended a recent meeting of the CIO trustees and 
discussed the plan for phase 2 and some of the maintenance issues in the hall. 

• A price for the barrier control is still awaited. 
• There has been no further update on the flooring. 

 

26/69.4 To review the correspondence log, any updates, to agree any further follow up.  
 The clerk noted that there had been a response to one of the letters sent relating to the 

conifers, but a reply was still outstanding. It was resolved that this would be chased if 
there was no reply by the end of the month. 

Clerk 

26/69.5 To agree Council’s response to the current Community Governance Review by RMBC, 
following the meeting with Thurcroft Parish Council. 

 

 It was resolved that Council respond stating that they would like to give residents of 
Laughton Common the opportunity to decide which Parish Council they would like to 
be part of. This is on the basis that: 
• The clerk receives calls from residents who do not realise they are part of 

Thurcroft. 
• Laughton-en-le-Morthen Parish Council does have a Councillor who has ties with 

Laughton Common. 
• Laughton Common residents use the hall and allotments. 
• Children use our play area, schools and play in our local football team. 
• The two play areas are linked to the same charitable trust. 

Clerk 

26/69.6 To discuss and feedback on the latest newsletter following the format change.  
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 Councillor K Downing had delivered the chocolates for the winner of the word search. 
Overall feedback has been positive of the new layout. It was resolved to continue with 
this format for the next two newsletters and then review again. 

Clerk 

26/69.7 To provide an update on the meeting with local police.   
 This matter was discussed under exclusion of press and public as actions by a specific 

individual were discussed. 
The police gave a broad outline of activity/actions in relation to the Anti-social 
behaviour and property damage. Council resolved to monitor the situation at this time 
as the issue has currently improved. 

Clerk 

26/69.8 To receive further correspondence on summer hanging baskets and RMBC’s progress 
with new stress testing requirements. 

 

 The procurement exercise has now been carried out, and testing is starting this week. 
Laughton will be in the first batch to be tested and once the lamp posts are agreed 
they can be installed. On this basis, we would hope for installation by the end of the 
month. Information noted by Council. 

Clerk 

26/70 Matters requested by Councillors/Clerk.       

26/70.1 To discuss any requests for financial assistance.  

 There were no requests for financial assistance.  

26/70.2 To discuss any Allotment issues including: any feedback for the gate; and an update 
following the recent inspections. 

 

 The clerk and Councillor Downing gave an update on recent inspections. The clerk is 
still awaiting a decision regarding the gate and has chased this. Further inspections 
are booked for August. 

Clerk 

26/71 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly Lists 
20 to 23 (2026). In particular, to discuss: - 

RB2026/0713 - Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey side/rear 
extension 3 Longthwaite Close, Laughton-en-le-Morthen. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0713 

RB2026/0709 - Change of use of land from agricultural holding to small animal 
rescue facility (Sui Generis), Land at Kingswood Avenue, Laughton-en-le-
Morthen.  
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0709 

RB2026/0722 - Application to vary conditions 2 & 3 (Approved Plans) imposed by 
planning application RB2022/1647, Barn at Turnercroft, Off High Street, 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen.  
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0722 

RB2026/0599 - Application to undertake works to a tree(s) protected by RMBC 
TPO No.9 (2019) 11 Church Corner, Laughton-en-le Morthen. 
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0599. 

To receive an update on the submission of the development consent order for the 
Whitestone Solar Farm Proposal.  

 

 

 

 The clerk advised Council that the application for the development consent order had 
now been submitted to the Planning Inspector and we await the Outcome. 

It was resolved that an objection be raised to RB2026/0709. Council objects on the 
basis that this is inappropriate development in greenbelt.  

 

26/72 To receive information on any previous planning applications/issues and discuss further 
action.    

 

http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0713
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0709
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0722
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2026/0599
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RB2026/0467 - Alterations to existing garage to create ancillary gym/studio space 
with additional fentrations and ramp at Larchwood House, Turner Croft, Laughton-
en-le Morthen.  
Granted Conditionally 15/05/2026. 

 It was resolved that no further action is required at this time.  

26/73 Financial Matters     

26/73.1 To receive the RFO’S report.  

 a) After 2 months of the financial year 48% of annual anticipated income has been 
received, as expected. 9.5% of planned expenditure has been spent. 

b) The account balance on 31st May 2026 is £110,542.04 
c) The first stage of the 2026/2027 Precept (£27,300) has been received from RMBC. 
d) CIL monies of £1,104.02 have been received. Allotment rents relating to new 

tenants of £69, plus a bond of £50, has also been received. The clerk is due to do a 
VAT reclaim in July. 

Clerk 

26/73.2 To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under the 
clerk’s delegation. Please see appendix 1. 

 

 Council resolved to note the contractual payments made and that the accounts due 
are agreed and can be paid. See Appendix 1 in the minutes. 

 

26/73.3 To receive bank reconciliation to 31st May 2026.  

 The bank reconciliation was verified and signed by two Councillors.  

26/73.4 To agree any transfers to or from reserves.  

 It was resolved that the following transfers be made:  
• From Current account to General Reserves £1500.00, budgeted to retain precept 

to GR ratio. 
• From Current account to Earmarked Reserves £2500.00, budgeted for VH Building 

works. 

Clerk 

26/73.5 To re-appoint the current Internal Auditor, under the existing terms of reference, for the 
financial year 1st April 2026 to 31st March 2027. 

 

 The clerk advised that she is still awaiting a quotation. It was resolved to accept the 
revised quotation of £500.00. 
It was resolved that Council is satisfied that the appointed internal auditor is 
independent and competent for the purposes of the Practitioners’ Guide. Council 
noted that the auditor has no involvement in the Council’s financial decision-making, 
management, financial controls or procedures, and no known personal, financial or 
professional conflict of interest. Council was also satisfied that the auditor has 
appropriate knowledge and experience of smaller authority internal audit, governance, 
accounting and internal control requirements. The appointment was therefore 
approved for the 2026/27 internal audit. 

Clerk 

26/74 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.  

 It was resolved that the following items be added to July’s agenda: 
• Whitestone Solar Farm 

 

26/75 To fix the date and time of the next Ordinary Council Meeting (suggested 15th July 
2026) 

 

 It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 
Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 7.15pm. 
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 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm.  

 

Appendix 1 – Accounts paid or for payment June 2026 

 

Signature Chairman -  

Date 22nd July 2026 

 


